Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




^y 



I 

I 



«)j :;7 CT'^' 



*^' '5kVv« ;.* 1': 



/p 



;.Oc?-3 -^/^-^^ ^"^M 



RUB£t 
fOOii AST MUSEUM 



1 



•1 







LIVERPOOL ART CLUB, 

Summer ExhibitioUt 1875. 



***!- 



« 



.«. 



!> * I. . x 



-J 



DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE OF 



ART WORKS IN 



JAPANESE LACQUER 

Forming the Third Divifion of the 
jfapanefe ColleSHon in the 

m 

foffejfion of 



JAMES L. BOWES, ESQ;_ 

UVBRPOOL, 

BY GEORGE ASHDOWN AUDSLEY, 

ARCHITBCT. 



\ 



\ 






K/fl 




W^A^ 



PRINTED FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION 
AT THE CHISWICK PRESS. 
M DCCC Lxxy. 



> 



^ 



!• 



\ 



THE ART OF JAPANESE 
LACQUER WORKING. 



LTHOUGH in the various 
ornamental arts, fuch as 
metal-working,^ ivory carv- 
ing, pottery, and embroidery. 
Tome other Oriental nations 
approach within realbnable 
diftance of the Japanefe, fo 
far as manipulative fkJll is 
concerned, none can be compared with them in Lacquer 
Working. The art is ftridly a Japanefe one, and is 
perfcAly unique in its development at their hands. 

When the art of Lacquering articles was firfl in- 
vented, or when the valuable properties of the natural 
juice, which forms the varnifli, were firft difcovered. 
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2 The Art o/yapanefe 

it is impoflible to fay; no dates, To far as we are 
aware of^ being given by the native chroniclers in 
connedlion with the fubjeft. 

The art is a very old one, — of that faft there can 
be no doubt. It is ftated by the Japanefe to have 
reached its higheft development about three hundred 
years ago ; although fpecimens of perfeft Lacquer have 
been dated five or fix centuries old, and highly prized 
on account of their great antiquity. 

Amongft the Japanefe, Lacquer has always been 
much efteemed ; and articles covered or ornamented 
with it have been preferred to thofe of any other 
material, not excepting the precious metals. Fine 
and ancient pieces have been deemed worthy of being 
handed down from generation to generation as heir- 
looms, and have ranked, with precious fword-blades, 
as the moft valued poilefiions of their owners. 

In early times, when the firft efforts of the Portu- 
gueie traders and miffionaries linked Japan with 
Weftem Europe, the fpecimens of Lacquer work 
which reached home were feleAed to adorn royal 
Colle&ions, and were efteemed as the choiceft pro- 
dudions of the myfterious Eaftem iflanders. Many 
of theie pieces are doubtlefs ftill in exiftence on the 
continent, but it is at this time quite impoflible to 
identify them. I have had the opportunity of in- 
fpeding all the principal known CoUedions in Europe, 
and am familiar with their contents ; but cannot fay 
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that I ever obienred fufficient diftindion between the 
general ftyle of one piece and another to guide me in 
fixing a very much earlier date for one or the other. 
Of courie^ I am confining my remarks to what is 
conunonly known as **Old Lacquer^" the late and 
modem works identify themfelves. 

The fineft and higheft finiihed Lacquer^ I am 
ftrongly inclined to belieyCj was produced in Kioto 
about two hundred years ago, at the time when Japan 
was free from civil wars and other internal troubles, 
and when art, literature, and philofophy were foftered 
in the city of the Mikado. Natives to whom I have 
mentioned the fubjeft have invariably agreed with me. 

G>mparatively little is known regarding the art of 
Lacquer Working in this country, and I feel but flight 
apolc^y is due from me for availing myielf of this 
very favourable opportunity, in prefacing a Catalogue 
of what is unqueftionably the richeft and moft com* 
plete Colledion of Japanefe Lacquer in Europe, to 
briefly deicribe what I know of the fubjeft, little and 
imperfeft though my knowledge may be. Before 
proceeding, I feel that, in juftice to myfelf and the 
owner of the prefent Colleftion, I fliould give fome 
authority for the very bold ftatement I have juft 
made, and I flxould have been very cautious before 
making it, had I not perfonally feen the chief Col- 
leAions in Europe, and indeed catalogued their con- 
tents fo far as articles of Lacquer are concerned. 



4 Th^ Art of Japanefe 

The very fineft ColledUon which ever was cxlubtted 
in the Weft was that at the Paris Expofition of 1867, 
but unfortunately it was fpeedily broken up and ibid 
piece by piece to vifitors from the four quarters 
of the globe. Many pieces^ however, remained in 
Europe and have been re-coUedted at various times 
and in various places by our Prefident^ and now 
adorn his G>ll6ftion. Of the well-known CoUeftions 
in Holland it is quite unneceflary to fpeak further 
than to fay that the moft celebrated, the Japanefe 
Muieum at the Hague, only contains a few pieces^ 
none of which are remarkable for (ize or execution. 
The ColleAion of Lacquer which belonged to Marie 
Antoinette^ and now preferved in the Louvre, is of 
great intereft, many of its fpecimens being of the 
oldeft ware, but unfortunately not in very good pre- 
fervation: it is, however^ unimportant, numbering 
about eighty-eight pieces, all of which are finalL 
Siebold's CoUedion of Japanefe works of art and in- 
duftry which was exhibited in Munich two years ago, 
comprifed twenty-one objefts of Lacquer work, ibme 
of which were both beautiful in quality and defign, 
though fmall in (ize. The Japanefe Court at the 
Vienna Exhibition certainly contained feme truly 
fuperb pieces of the fineft old work, amongft which 
were two cabinet-ftands, one of which was valued by 
the Japanefe at ^^93 8, and the other at )f 730. Thefe 
and other fine fpecimens have been recalled to Japan 
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for the purpofe of adorning a National Art Mufeum 
lately founded in the country. The fineft CoUeftion 
of Lacquer which has^ up to the prefent time, been ex- 
hibited in England is that belonging to His Royal 
Higbnefs the Duke of Edinburgh. It was obtained 
during his refidence in Japan^ and fliown at South 
Kenfington Mufeum on his return. It contains 
feveral fine ^d important pieces which are decorated 
with the creft of the Prince of Aki, and numerous 
lefler Q)ecimens of the greateft beauty and rarity. 
The two largeft pieces are more important than the 
two Vienna Exhibition cabinet-ftands I have above 
alluded to ; and refemble^ in all main particulars^ the 
cabinet-ftand No. i in this Catalogue. 

It is unneceflary to fpeak of the feveral (mailer pri- 
vate CoUeftions I know to exift; enough has been 
faid to iatisfaAorily prove that I was juftified in 
ftating that the prefent one is the richeft and 
moft complete in Europe. It is the richeft both on 
account of the number and importance of its objefts ; 
and the moft complete on account of the great variety 
of the ftyles of treatment it illuftrates. Thefe fafts 
will be obvious to all who will take fufficient intereft 
in the art to go carefully through the CoUedion. 
The leading peculiarities of each objed will be 
pointed out in the following catalogue. 

I have now to fay a few words on the materials 
ufed> and proceftes adopted in Lacquer Working. 
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The Lacquer or varnifli in its natural ftate is the 
produce of the Urufhi-no-ki or Vami(h Tree of 
Japan* (Rhus Vemix). 

The cultivation of this tree gives employment and 
iiipport to numerous families throughout the country, 
its valuable produd being in univerial demand. The 
tree grows to the greateft perfeftion in ftrong dry 
foils, and reaches its maturity, or a ftate to yield its 
fap, in about fix or ieven years, at which time it has 
grown to the height of about twenty to twenty-five 
feet. The period of the year in which the trees are 
tapped is between June and September; the fineft 
quality of fap being procured during June and July. 

To tap the trees, femi-circular cuttings are made 
in the ftem at dififerent heights, generaUy about thirty 
inches apart. The incifions are about fix inches 
long, and are fitted with covered gutters through 
which the vamifh flows into the vefl^ placed for its 
reception. When the gathering is completed, about 
the beginning of September, the gutters are removed 
and the wounds in the trees expoied to the light 



^ ** The Varnifh Tree, it another of the nobleft and rooft 
ofeful trees of this country. It affords a milky juice, which 
the Japaneie make u(e of to varnifliy and as we call it, to japan all 
their houfehold-goods. diihes, and plates of wood, and this from the 
Emperor down to the peafant. For even at Courts and at the 
Imperial table, fervices of lacker'd ware are preferred to thofe of 
gold and filver/' — KLsMFFUt. 
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and air, which (peedily ftop the flow of juice. 
By the end of Odober the wounds have completely 
healed. 

When the iap firft runs from the tree it is white 
in colour and about the coniiftency of cream, but 
turns a dark brown and indeed almoft black on 
expofure to the light and air. 

The vamiih is poifbnous, and the perfons who 
colledfc it have to be very careful to prevent it coming 
in contad with the ikin: before going to work, 
therefore, they fmear their faces and hands with 
greafy matter to prevent the vamiih poiibn pene- 
trating. 

At the Vienna Exhibition were fhown Samples of 
the fevelral qualities of the varniih in its natural ftate, 
which, by the kind permiffion of the Commiflioner 
of the Department, I had an opportunity of ex- 
amining. I was desirous of fecuring famples for 
experiment and analyfis, but, although promifed them 
when the Exhibition cloied, I unfortunately never 
received them. I am at prefent unable, therefore, to 
give more than very general particulars. The iap 
appeared, in all the natural fpecimens, in the form of 
a dark-coloured, viicid fluid, apparently having the 
combined properties of an oil and refinous gum. It 
appears to dry flowly but very thoroughly, and with- 
out the flighted tendency to ftickinets or what, 
amongft vamifli-makers, is known as ^^ tack.'* 
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The natural varnifh requires to be prepared with 
great care before it is fit for u(e ; and the colouring 
materials have to be incorporated by a tedious pro- 
ceis of grinding. The colours moft commonly uied 
are blacky fcarlet, dark-green^ crimfon-red^ and brown. 
Black is more generally adopted for the groundwork 
of lacquered articles than any other colour ; (carlet is 
uied principally for the interior of boxes, and the 
grounds of trays and fimilar things. 

Specimens of the prepared varnifh, with the feveral 
colouring matters incorporated, were likewife ex- 
hibited at Vienna, but as they were preierved in 
fealed bottles, and as the pigments had in nearly all 
inftances fettled to the bottom, I could form no cor- 
real idea as regards the true confiftency neceflary for 
working. 

The moft beautiful of all the Lacquers ufed for 
grounds are thofe termed by us aventurine, from 
their likenefs to Venetian aventurine glafs : there are 
feveral kinds, fome clofely reiembling the glafs, and 
others of a more difperied nature, with flakes more 
like coloured mother-of-pearl than metal. 

In laying on the prepared vamiih, five or fix coats 
are applied, one after the other, each coat having 
been allowed to dry before the next is laid on. When 
a fufficient time has pafied to fecure the perfeA dry- 
ing of the whole, the furface is ground down and 
poliflied. The final coloured coatings are then laid 
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on and the fitrfiure highly finiflied ; the latter being 
a work requiring great patience and ikilK In many 
inflancesy (quares of gold and filver, pieces of pearly 
ivory, coral, and fudi like are inlaid, as it were, into 
the Lacquer furfiice : this is done by fixing them ^th 
the firft coat of lac, and then filling up to their thick- 
neis with nuny fucceffive layers, and ultimately grind- 
ing the whole to an even furface. 

The procefi, {o far deicribed, is ufed in the pre- 
paration of fmooth furfaces or grounds only : when 
the beautiful relief ornamentation is to be applied, 
a much more complicated and tedious manipulation 
has to be gone through. 

All information I have been able to colleA relative 
to the Art firom natives and thofe who have vifited 
Japan and had an opportunity of witnefiing the pro- 
cefs of manufadure, goes to prove that time can 
fcarcely be calculated in the manipulation of the high- 
clais ware. Many months and even years are re- 
quired to produce a highly railed piece of Lacquer. 
Not only the immenfe time expended but alfo the 
great fkill demanded in the manipulation of highly 
relieved lacquer have materially afiTedfced its value. 
Lacquer work is prized, in the firft place, in pro- 
portion to its delicate and accurate finifh, repreienting 
artiftic and manipulative fkill ; and in the (econd, in 
proportion to the degree of relief given to its orna- 
mentation, reprefenting time, care, and labour. Dr. 
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J. Pompe van Meerderoort, writing on the fubjeft 
of Lacquer work^ Ays : — '' The art of making fuperb 
and extravagant ware has been nearly loft, as now 
no one will pay the price demanded for it. The 
fine old wares can only be got at the iales of family 
furniture^ when Europeans purchafe them at fabulous 
prices. I have (een hundreds of guilders paid for 
fmaU articles of old Japan ware/'^ 



' Tnnflated from ** Five Yetn in Jipan^" 1 857-1863, byJ.L. 
C. Pompe Tan Meerdevoort, DoQor in the Netherhads Rojtl 
Navj, te. &c. 
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JAPANESE LACQUER 
WORK. 

FIRST SECTION. 
RAISED LACQUER. 

N this Sedion are included 

all works executed in relief 

Lacquer- work, pure and <im> 

pie, applied to wood, ivory, 

{hell, mctal,or other grounds, 

lacquered or plain. Raifed 

Lacquer has always been 

much prized by the Japa- 

nefci, and prized in proportion to the degree of relief 

given to it. High relief, befides imparting greater 

beauty and effeft to the work, is, in itfelf, indicative 

of great care and much labour. It is very rarely that 

high relief is found aHbciated with inferior workman- 
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fliip^ although it is quite ufual to find the very greateft 
care and ikill difplayed on works of comparatively 
low relief. All thofe who have vifited Japan and 
had any opportunity of learning anything regarding 
the art of Lacquer workings agree that the procefles 
employed in producing the fine raifed ware are 
apparently fimple in themielves but of the moft 
tedious nature, and require the hig^eft manual ildll 
and accuracy of eye. All theie fads^ however, any 
one can gather from a perfonal ftudy of an ordinary 
fpecimen : while a minute examination of the fineft 
Lacquer work inclines one to queftion its having been 
produced by the human hand endowed with fiich 
powers as we are conver&nt with. But we have re- 
cords and fpecimens of Weftem manual fkill almoft 
equivalent : I allude to the early Celtic illuminations, 
which are fiur beyond the powers of the preient gene- 
ration. 

In the prefent CoUedion are fpecimens of every 
variety of T Jicquer work known to exift, and in the 
ieftion under immediate review, Raifed Lacquer is 
exhauftively illuftrated throughout its range, from 
the earlieft known period of its manufadure up to the 
prefent day. 
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I. 

lABINET^TAND, of the fineft old black 
and gold lacquer. This truly Tuperb fpeci- 
men of the Japanefe Lacquer-Worker's art 
has evidently at one time adorned the refidence of 
the Prince of Aki, being powdered over with his 
armorial bearings (two feathers crofled in a circle) : 
and is one of three, fimilar in fize and general treat* 
ment, which I know to exift in this country. The 
remaining two, alio bearing the creft of the Prince of 
Aid, form the greateft ornaments of the Japanefe 
CoUedion in the pofleffion of His Royal Highneis 
the Duke of Edinburgh. The piece under review is 
a remarkable illuftration of the thoroughnefs of Japa- 
nefe art-work, for it will be obferved that all the 
ezpofed fiirfaces are equally richly decorated, and that 
all parts are fiilly mounted with metal. The general 
defign is of the greateft fimplicity, confifting of four 
horizontal ihelves conneded together by vertical 
partitions, forming two cabinets, and pierced end 
ftandards; the cabinets having backs and double 
doors in fix>nt. Shaped feet at the four comers, and 
a flight curve upwards imparted to the overhanging 
ends of the top ftielf, complete this fimply formed 
piece of furniture. 

All elements of fimplidty difappear, however, when 
one comes to examine its Lacquer decoration and 
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metal work ; the eye is almoft dazzled with the extreme 
lichnefs of the gold ornamentation (landing out in 
bold contrail with the polished black ground. The 
whole of the external furfaces are covered with a 
hexagonal line-work diaper in flat gold, upon which 
are reprefented mume trees in full bloflbm, growing 
upon mounds from which young fir trees^ bamboos, 
and other plants are fpringing. All thefe^ along with 
the crefts of the Prince of Aki^ are executed in raifed 
gold of different tints, richly relieved by the imbedded 
fquares of bright yellow metal (probably gold) which 
are almoft univerfally ufed in fine raifed Lacquer- 
work. The under fides of the fhelves and infides of 
the cabinets are of clouded aventurine Lacquer. On 
the infides of the doors of the msun cabinet are 
reprefented figures of the Japanefe Gods Tehis 
and Daikoku ; and on thofe of the lefTer cabinet are 
depifted the chimerical Kait-fu and Shijbi. The 
metal work throughout is of engraved bronze gilded 
and platinized, and moft of the pieces bear the creft : 
it is executed in the moft artiftic and careful manner, 
fully fuflaining the well-earned reputation of the 
Japanefe metallurgifts. The hinges and clafps of the 
* doors are worthy of careful ftudy, the latter being in 
the form of branches of mumcj beautifully conceived 
and carried out. The edges of the feet and per- 
forations in the end ilandards are alfb mounted with 
metal gilded. This is altogether a very fplendid work 
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from every point of view. Lengthy 3 ft. 4 in. ; height, 
a ft, 7 in. ; width, i ft. 3 J in. 




2. 

.UM BOX, of the fined old gold lacquer. 
This is unqueftionably the moft perfeA 
work of the kind I luve ever met with, 
and it is difficult to imagine anything more refined 
in defign or more accurate in execution. The box 
is an imitation of one of the flat drums ufed 
by the Japanefe, which confifts of a ring of wood, 
with parchment tightly ftretched on both fides, 
and cemented and (ecured by metal nails to its 
rims. In this box the grain of the wood ring is 
beautifully fliown, and the overlapping edges of the 
parchment fkins and nails of filver are accurately re- 
preiented. The upper furface or top of the lid is 
ornamented with two iuhhos in full flight and dif- 
ferently treated, and a centre medallion containing 
the three coiled forms {mitju^totim) almofl: univerially 
found on the drums of the Japanefe. The rich gold 
furfiice of this lid is a proof of its high quality, and is 
fb uniform and highly bumiflied as to refemble folid 
gold work. Round the centre medallion is a fringe of 
green and purple oxidized metal, and railed gold fila- 
gree. Infide the lid, a cock with hen and chickens 

D 
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are beautifully depifted^ in gold and filver lacquer, on 
an aventurine ground ; this portion is quite as per- 
fed as the exterior of the lid. The lower part of 
the box contains three fmall boxes, forming when 
together the myftical figure which occupies the cen- 
tral medallion on the outfide of the lid. Nothing 
can furpafs the perfedion of the workmanfhip ob- 
fervable in the three boxes, for, although their form 
is moft peculiar, any lid will fit any box with ac- 
curacy. The whole is made of wood, and is 
the produdion of manual {kill. The interior boxes 
are of bright gold lacquer, ornamented with waves in 
delicate raifed line work. This is a matchleis Speci- 
men of the lacquer-worker's art. Diameter, 3 J in. 




[RITING TABLE, of fine old aventurine 
lacquer, ornamented with a boldly drawn 
river fcene, in highly raifed work. The 
moft noticeable feature in the defign is a horfe tied 
to a tree ; this is really well reprefented, and its (addle 
is exquifitely ornamented with minute diapers, and 
a front of tortoifeihell bearing the kiri creft in 
gold. This is a very fine and interefting piece of 
the beft period. Length, ajjin. ; width, ijf in. 
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lEADING STAND, of rich avcnturine 
lacquer, very beautifully decorated with de- 
tached mafles of flowers and foliage. Thefe 
mafles are twenty-two in number, all different in 
defign, and moft beautifully executed. The whole 
is mounted with engraved iilver. This interefting 
fpecimen is 25 in. high by a6^ in. long. 




[WEETMEAT BOX, of fine old lacquer, 
in the form of a knotted fcarf. This fuperb 
(pedmen is amongft the numbers of objeds 
one has ieen from Japan which caufe one to paufe, 
and marvel that they were produced by unaided 
manual Ikill. It is indeed impoffible to imagine 
anything more diflicult to produce by hand than the 
diapers which ornament the lid of this box, and one's 
wonder b much increaied when the tools and materiab 
ufed in lacquer working are inQ)eded. The infide of 
the box contains a tray, decorated with a floral de* 
iign. . The exterior of the lower portion has a view 
extending all round it, comprifing water, foliage, 
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rocks, and dwellings, all mod beautifully wrought in 
raifed gold and bronzed lacquer. In addition to the 
above, twelve circular medallions of ho-hos and 
chryfanthemum flowers are diftributed over the lid 
and fides. Length, 8f in. 




6. 

jORIMON. This piece is a beautiful model 
of the Japaneie conveyance, executed in 
fine aventurine lacquer, and engraved metal 
work. The groundwork is relieved with graceful 
fcroUwork of gold in low relief, and the metal work 
is wrought with the greateft poflible flcill. It is dif- 
ficult to difcover a ufe for this beautiful article at all 
commenfurate with its great beauty and laboured 
finifli. If it is a toy, it muft have been intended for 
a royal child. Length, 8 in. 



7. 

|OX, of fine old variegated lacquer. This is 
a highly interefting piece, on account of the 
peculiar treatment of the ground, which evi- 
dently imitates one of the favourite woods of Japan, 
but only ib far as fuited the artift*s purpoie in pro- 
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ducing an artiftic ground-work for his more decided 
ornamentation. The latter confifts of circular me- 
dallions, irregularly placed on top, fides^ and ends of 
the box^ formed of beautiful floral deiigns^ in (lightly 
raifed gold^ upon aventurine^ bronzed, and powdered 
gold grounds. Mounted with filver. Length, %^ in. 



8. 

[RAY, of tranfparent luftrous crimibn and 
brown lacquer, decorated with five oblong 
placques of gold containing landscapes, birds, 
and foliage in low relief. The ground of this tray 
is very beautiful and uncommon. Length, 24 in.; 
width, 1 5 in« 





iPATCH BOX, of fine old aventurine 
lacquer, beautifully ornamented with floral 
defigns and heraldic devices. The lid is 
covered with a fuperb bouquet of flowers, rifing from 
a bafket, which is placed in a wheeled chariot. The 
fides of the lower portion have detached floral fprays. 
The interiors of both box and lid are ftudded with 
circular medallions and crefts. Length, i6§ in. 
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lO. 




EXAGONAL JAR, of fine quality ; orna- 
mented with flowing water, trees, flowers, 
inieds, and birds. Height, 9 in. 




II. 

[WEETMEAT BOX, of fine old lacquer. 
This beautiful fpecimen is in the form of 
the outline of a Japanefe boat, with fail fet» 
The lid difplays all the features and details of the 
craft, which appears heavily laden with treafure. 
Acrofs the fail ftorks are flying, and tortoiies are de- 
picted rifing from the waves to the vefllel's fide. In 
the. peculiar language of the Japanefe artift, all this 
is a prettily exprefled wiih of long life and worldly 
profperity. This box has evidently been intended 
for a ceremonial prefent. Its execution is perfed. 
Length, 6^ in. 



12. 

|OX, of fine old aventurine lacquer, taftefuUy 
ornamented with floral defigns, in flightly 
raifed gold lacquer. This pretty fpecimen is 

from the Colleftion of the Paris Expofition of 18^. 

Length, 4^ in. 
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»3- 

|EDICINE BOX, of old gold lacquer, of the 
mod exquifite workmanfhip, ornamented 
with feven overlapping medallions, con- 
taining landicapes and delicate floral de(igns« From 
the Paris Expo(ition of 1867. 



14. 

RUIT, in old lacquer, partly light crimfon 
and partly powdered gold. Around it are 
(everal leaves executed in fliaded gold. 





15- 

IRITING CASE, of fine old ware ; with 
poliihed black ground, relieved with a fret 
diaper in dead black. On this ground are 
(even circular medallions, of flowers, foliage, birds, 
and tailed tortoiies. The manner in which the circles 
are outlined and filled with the various devices is 
moft ingenious, and merits careful ftudy by the deco- 
rative artift. The interior of the cafe is ornamented 
with a flowing river, rocks, and flowers, exquifitely 
wrought in raifed gold lacquer upon a rich aventurine 
ground. Length, 9I- in. ; width, 8 j^ in. 
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icene. 



1 6. 

X, of fine old ware, ornamented with a 
landicape and children playing. The infide 
contains a tray, enriched with a fmall river 




'7- 

TAND, in fcarlet coral lacquer, beautifully 
wrought, and engraved in diapers and floral 
defigns. Length, 17^ in. ; width, 11 in. 



i8. 

|OX, of old aventurine lacquer, decorated with 
fir and mume trees in raifed gold lacquer, 
and with eight raiied circular figures, moft 

probably a creft of one of the Daimios of Japan. 

Length, 6} in. 





19. 

MALL TRAY, of old ware ; decorated in 
the infide with a landfcape, in ndfed gold- 
work, on a rich aventurine ground. 
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20. 

HKnOX, of black lacquer^ panelled upon a ground 
H|K4 of red canvas lac. The panels are covered 
■fc^i* with icroU-worky and the creft of the? Prince 
of Satfuma, in flightly relieved gold lacquer. Lengthy 
8 J in. 




21. 

EAF-SHAPED BOX of old ware, orna- 
mented with large leaves and the figure of 
a monkey. 




22. 

lARGE COVERED BASIN, of rich aven- 
turine ground, bearing in the centre of the 
cover the kikuy or Imperial creft, boldly out- 
lined with black on a difc of gold lacquer, fix inches 
in diameter. The remaining furfaces of the cover 
and bafin are decorated with chryfanthemum flowers 
and leaves in raifed gold-work. Both fides of the 
chryianthemum are fliown, and it will be obferved 
that the creft is derived from the underfide of the 
flower. Imperial piece, of fine old ware. Diameter, 
13 in. 

1 
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»3. 

EDICINE BOX, of old lacquer, ornamented 
with bamboos and fmall firs in railed gold 
work. Length, 2i ^t** 



24. 

RAY, of old lacquer, richly ornamented, on 
an aventurine ground, with trees, rocks, 
waves, and the moon amidft clouds, in 
highly railed work. 13 m. fquare. 





25- 

I ABINET, in fcarlet coral lacquer, very richly 
and boldly wrought on all fides with birds 
and flowers. It contains fix drawers, alio 
faced with elaborate defigns. This is a fine fpeciiyien 
of this fchool of lacquer working. Height, 1 8^ in. ; 
width, 15 in. 

26. 

jESPATCH BOX, of cylindrical fliape, fup- 
ported upon four \eg^ and fumiflied with 
filk ropes and taflels. This fine piece was 
originally exhibited in the Japanefe Colledion of 
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the Paris Expofition of 1867. It is of aventurine 
ground, decorated with fprigs of mume^ forming a 
ibrt of diamond trellis. On the lid, and between the 
upper portions of the legs, there are crefts of a Daimio, 
in railed gold lacquer. Height, 1 6 in. ; diameter, 
15 in. 




27. 

lUNCHEON BOX, of black lacquer, richly 
decorated with icroUwork foliage, executed 
in flat gold and aventurine lacs. The upper 
furfiice of the lid is (haped to repreient folds of 
brocade, which are diapered in three defigns. This 
piece bears the crefts of a Daimio, and was exhibited 
at the Paris Expofition of 1 867. Length, lof in. ; 
height, 9 in. ; width, 8f in. 



28. 

« 

jEAPOT, of black lacquer, decorated with 
a bold hexagonal diaper, in two tints of 
gold lac. The creft of the Prince of 
Satake, which confifts of an open fan containing 
an orb, is repeated feven times on this ^cimen. 
Height, 6 in. 
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29. 

IIRCULAR MEDICINE BOX, of old 

lacquer, ornamented with aninuls and floral 
I deligns. The box contains a circular tray 
and feven fmall boxes for holding the medidnes. 
Diameter, 4]^ in. 



lUNCHEON CASE, of the fined old aven- 
turine and gold lacquer, conlifting of nine- 
teen diftind pieces, each of which is decorated 
in the moft beautiful and artiftic manner. The frame- 
work is ornamented on the top with a landfcape and 
figure icene in railed gold and coloured lacquer, on an 
aventutine ground; and the ends are emiched with 
diaper work and powdered with the Kiri creft of the 
Emperor of Japan. The neft of boxes is decorated 
on the top with a mume tree, clouds, and moon, and 
on the fides with water upon which are floating 
mume and kiku flowers, and delicate diaper-work 
powdered with detached flowers and leaves. The 
fake bottle is taftefully decorated with the wifteria, 
and its laucer with detached diaper and flowers. The 
large tray has a compofiuon of a fir tree and ftocks ; 
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and the ten lefler trays are. decorated with different 
floiial devioes. This beaydfiil piece has evidently 
l)een in the pofleffion of Royalty^ and probably is one 
of Ofaka Palace pieces. Lengthy 11 in.; hdght^ 
10} in. ; widths 6 in. 



31- 

|OOK TRAY, of aventurine lacquer^ with 
framed ends and handle; decorated with 
fir tree, flowers, clouds^ and ftorks in raifed 
gold lacquer and applied leaf metal. The frame-work 
is relieved with light fcroU-work and mounted with 
engraved filver. Length, ij^^in. ; width, 9^ in. 





32. 

[UNCHEON CASE, in the form of a 
Japanefe pleafure-boat The lower portion 
or boat proper is executed in black, aven- 
turine, and fcarlet lacquer decorated with waves, birds, 
and other ornaments in gold. In the body of the 
boat are four receptacles, three of which are covered 
by movable portions of the deck— over thefe are 
placed two nefb of boxes in three divifions each, and 
cWered with double lids, the upper ones being in the 
form of cabin roofed The boxes are decorated on all 
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fides and top with fir trees and cranes in yarious 
pofitionsy executed in nufed gold on black ground. 
The beaded edges are of dark green lacquer and 
delicate gold fcroU-work. The roofs are alio of black 
lacquer^ decorated by four boldly drawn reprefenta- 
tions of the mythical hoho executed in raiied gold of 
dififerent tints. The whole b in fine quality of old 
lacquer, and forms a highly interefHng Q)ecimen of 
Japanefe art Length, 2 ft. 2 in. ; height, 14 in. 




33- 

IRITING CASE, of crimfon-ftained wood, 
decorated externally with a branch of the 
butan in fiuu-let and gold lacquer. Inter- 
nally, both lid and box are decorated in the moft 
beautiful nuuiner with raiied gold lacquer upon an 
aventurine ground. The details are very delicate 
and refined. Old ware. 7 j^ in. fquare. 



34- 

[ABLE, of aventurine lacquer, ornamented 
with conventional flowers and fcroll-work in 
raifed gold. From the colledion of the 
Paris Expofition of 1 867. 13 in. fquare ; 1 2 in. high. 
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35. 

PE STAND and Smoking Apparatus, of 
dark olive and gold lacquer, mounted with 
filver and bronze. The lacquer work is 
of the fineft deicription. The two drawers are re- 
markable on account of their being decorated on all 
their fides; the only inftances I remember having 
met with where decoration is extended entirely round 
the drawersL The general idea of this piece is that 
of a ruftic enclofure containing two fmall thatched 
huts. Length, lo in. ; width, 7 in. ; height, 1 1 in. 




36. 

ABLE, of poliihed wood, decorated with 
mume and fif^<ones, in raifed gold lacquer. 
Height, 13 in.; length, 13 in.; width, lain. 



37- 

[OTO, the mofl important mufical inflrument 
of the Japanefe, decorated with floral and 
other devices, in raifed gold lacquer. Length, 
6 ft. 2 in. 
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38. 

[OBACCO BOX, of ancient black lacquer^ 
ornamented with rocks and animals^ m richly 
raiied gokl work« Attached to the box is 

an elaborately carved bamboo pipe-cafe, containing a 

Japanefe pipe. 




39- 

|EDICINE BOX, of ancient lacquer, deco- 
rated with a yaie of flowers, ftandard, 
muiical inftrument, and inicriptions, in highly 
raifed gold and filver lacquer. Length, 3 in. 




40. 

RAY, lacquered with rich aventurine ground, 
powdered with the kiri creft repeated twelve 
times. This tray was evidently made for 
Imperial u(e. Length, ijf in. ; breadth, 9^- in. 
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41. 

[MALL TABLE^ fuch as refrefliments are 
handed about upon. It is of black lacquer^ 
and is decorated with a bouquet in gold^ 

and with medallions containing tailed tortoifes. 

Lengthy io| in. ; breadth^ 9} in. ; height^ 5^ in. 





42. 

|UNCHEON CASE, of aventurinc ground ; 
decorated with the creft of the late Shogun, 
repeated forty-two times, and medallions 
containing the kiku creft of the Tenno. This fine 
old fpecimen appears, by its heraldic ornamentation, 
to have belonged to the Shdgun; and probably 
formed one of the articles of the annual prefent made 
to him by the Tenno. Height, i4J^in. ; width, 16 
in.; and depth, 10 in. 




43- 

|MALL TABLE, of rich aventurine lacquer 
ground, decorated with graceful floral ^rays. 
Fine quality. Length, 14^^ in. 
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44- 

IWEETMEAT BOX, of old lacquer, en- 
tirely covered on the outfide with a (mall 
heicagonal diaper, in four tin^ of lacquer, 
irregularly difpofed. This is a work of great care and 
labour. In the centre of the lid is a large chryf- 
anthemum flower, a modification of the Mikado's kiku 
creft. The two ring handles are in filver, their back 
plates being in the ihape of rabbits. Length, 8 in. 



45- 

UBLE BOX, of old lacquer, and beautiful 
workmanfliip, elaborately ornamented with 
rocks, trees, and flowers, in raiied gold- 
work. Length, 6 in. 




46. 

[UNCHEON CASE, of black lacquer, re- 
lieved with twenty-four heraldic devices, in 
three varieties, evidently thofe of ibme 
Dwnio. Length, 7 in. 
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47- 

^X, of black lacquer, decorated with a 
moonlight boating icene. Modem work* 
manihip. 



48. 

.RGE BOX, of black lacquered ground, 
decorated with kiku crefts in gold and out- 
line. The creft is repeated nineteen times. 
Lengdi, 17 in.; width, 13I in. 





49- 

IRCULAR BOX, in red coral lac, orna<- 
mented with diapers and foliage, and in- 
icribed with a charader on the centre of the 
Diameter, 6 in. 



50- 

IRITING CASE, ornamented both infide 
and outfide with river fcenes in richly 
raifed work on ayenturine grounds. The 
inlaid metal fquares are largely ufed in this good 
old piece, and with very rich tSkSt. g^ by 8^ in. 
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51- 

pX, in red coral lac^ decorated with a figure 
fubjed and foliage defigns. Lengthy to} 
in. ; width, 6} in* 



52- 

{RAY, of black lacquered ground, decorated 
with a ftream, on the banks of which 
flowers are growing. Length, 12} in.; 
width, 8 \ in. 




53- 

^w^BLONG BOX, decorated with a tea-gather- 
Bh j ing fcene on the top, and a river fcene round 
^^ad the fides. Old ware, of beautiful quality. 
Length, 4 in. 



54- 

|TAND, of black and gold lacquer, decorated 
with detached mafies of lozenge diaper, 
fretwork, and flying flx)rks in various 
pofitions. Length, 17 in. ; height, 9} in. 




i 
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RAY, of black lacquered ground^ on which 
are accurate reprefentations of five Japanefe 
coins. Lengthy 13 in. ; breadth, 9 m. 



56. 

■MgOOX of old aventurine lacquer, enriched with 
B3RB4 (eventeen circular medallions, containing 
KdEi coats of arms and other devices in raifed 
gold. Length, 3^ in. 




S1> 581 59>AND 60. 

|ISH£S, of circular form, with (calloped 
edges. Thefe diflies are ornamented with 
pheafants, cocks and hens, and the beautiful 
ducks, V water, rocks, bamboos, willows, and mutm 
trees, in gold and coloured lacquer. Diameter, 
12 in. 

6i« 

[RAY, of black ground, decorated with floral 
defigns, and what appear to be crefts of 
fome Daimio. Length, 13 in. ; width, 
pin. 
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62. 

REFOIL BOX, of very old lacquer, deli- 
cately and elaborately ornamented with, 
floral defigns. 




63- 

[ABLE of fine old aventurine lacquer, of 
quaint form : decorated with birds and de- 
tached flowers in raifed gold lacquer, and 
mounted with gilt metal throughout. The top is 
(lightly nuied from the rim, and covered with filk 
brocade of tafteful defign and colouring. Length, 
14^ in. ; width, 13 in. ; height, 1 1 in. 




64. 

iOX, of red coral lac, carved with flowers, 
foliage, and bird. 



65. 

IX, of old aventurine lacquer, ornamented 
with detached portions of fret diaper, and 
three crefts of the late Tycoon of Japan. 
Length, 2^ m. 



x:> 
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66, 67, AND 68. 

.K]£ CUPS of lacquer of good quafity, de- 
corated with pheaiants^ flowers^ fi(h^ cocks, 
hens, waves, and waterfalls. Thefe form a 

complete iet of the celebrated ceremonial caps ufed 

at wedding feafts in Japan. 




69. 

|ESPATCH BOX, of rich aventurine lacquer, 
decorated with a river icene, with fir-trees, 
bamboos, fruit-trees, ftorks, tailed tortoife, 
and circular medallions containing three water leaves* 
The latter are evidently crefts, and appear to be a 
modification of the creft of the late Tycoon. Length, 
9|in. 




70. 

jRAY, of black lacquer, decorated with ac- 
curate repreientationSj in low relief, of the 
ohaHy koban^ icfUbu^ and other Japanefe 
coins of leiler values. Length, join. ; width, 17 in. 
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71- 

RFUME BOX, decorated with fmall 
floral fyn.js. 



72. 
jETTLE, of. black lacquer, decorated with 
an interrupted hexagonal diaper in two tints 
of goldy and the creft of the late Tycoon 
repeated four times. Fini(hed infide with brown 
tran^rent clouded lacquer^ ipeckled with gold 
flakes. Articles of a fimilar nature to the preient 
one, not unirequently met with in Japanefe lacquer 
work^ tend to prove the extreme durability of the 
material. It is underftood that good lacquer will 
refift the efFefts of hot water, fake, and fuch like. A 
very large number of the domeftic veflels in conunon 
ufe in the Japanefe houfeholds are made of wood and 
other fubftances lacquered, and laft for a long time 
without becoming much injured. 



73- 

|RITING CASE, of old lacquer decorated 
on the outfide with a landicape and floral 
(prays in raifed work on aventurine ground, 

and on the infide of the lid with a bird flying amidft 

clouds. Length, 8|:,in. ; width, 7|> in. 




4 
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74- 

[OX, in the form of the Japanefe harp, or 
koto. The furface is worked to imitate the 
grain of the peculiar wood which is ufed in 
the conftruftion of the inftrument, and twifted wires 
are inlaid on the top to reprefent the filken ftrings. 
Fineft old ware. Lengthy 8^ in. 





75- 

|OX OF RUSTIC WOODWORK, oma- 
mented with a fiih and a broken medallion, 
in richly raifed lacquer. This is a unique 
and curious Q>ecimen of art, illuftrating to a remark- 
able degree the love the Japaneie have for quaint 
conceits. The wood is rufticated by being roughly 
carved, and the bent and old-looking nails are carefully 
inferted. It is induftry mifapplied — ^but after all it is 
only a fanciful whim of its artist and interefting on 
that account. Length, i6 in. ; width, \i\ in. 
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76. 

BEADING DESK« of black lacquer, veryeli- 
~ boratdy decorated with foliage, flowers, 
I rockwork, watcHalls, ftorks, and tortoifcs. 
Thia is a good fpecimen of a comparatively recent 
manufaAure ; mounted with filver. Height, 14 in. ; 
length, i8|in. 



17' 

[OX, of carved wood lacquered with black. 
The decoration conflfts of diapers and me- 
dallions of flowers and birds. Length, 9^ in. 



78. 

HBVOX, of fine black and gold work, of double 
BiEM|4 lozenge form; decorated on the outlide of 
K^Eb the lid with four crefts of one of the Dolmios 
of Japan, on a field of diaper, in raifed gold. The 
infide of the lid has a defign in which rocks, fema, 
flowers, and hares are introduced. The body of 
the^box is ornamented with detached floral fprays. 
Length, 8 in. 
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79- 

|AK]£ CUP of fcarlet lacquer, decorated on 
both fides with fir trees in raifed gold work* 
This is a good old piece, doubtleis one of a 
fet of three cups ufed at (bme grand marriage ceremony 
in Japan. The fir trees are introduced as the emblems 
of long life. Diameter 5^ in. 




80. 



^X decorated on the lid with the figure of 
a poetefi, in raifed lacquer. The box is 
fhaped on all fides to follow the outlines 
of the figure and its drapery. This piece is evidently 
of confiderable age, and, from its fubjeft, is mofl 
probably of Kioto manufafture. Length 5f in. 




81. 



lEST OF SWEETMEAT BOXES AND 
COVER of the highefl quality of raifed 
lacquer. The three boxes are covered ^th 
difilerent diapers executed with faultlefs precifion in 
two tints of gold and filver lacquer, and their lid, in 
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the form of a fmall tray^ is decorated with a moonlight 
fcene, the details of which are almoft microicopic yet 
perfedl in form and finifh. The cover is however the 
moft interefting portion, difplaying to the greateft 
perfedion the high artiftic feeling and manipulative 
ikill of the Japanefe lacquer workers. The decoration 
is fimply a vine ipray difpofed in a free and irregular 
manner on all the external faces of the cover, but 
highly remarkable on account of its graceful rendering 
and artiflic colouring. Length 3^ in. ; height 3 in. 



82. 



IMALL CABINET of tortoife-fliell decorated 
with delicate branches of mume and birds 
executed in flightiy raifed gold lacquer. 
The cabinet contains three drawers and is mounted 
with filver. Length 2| in. 





83. 

OMB of old gold lacquer ornamented with a 
bird and trap. Length 4 in. 
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84. 

jBLONG TRAY of fine black and gold 
lacquer. The rim is of rich fpecUed-work^ 
and the interior portion is decorated with 
rocks> vegetation and water^ upon which latter are 
depided the beautiful drake and duck, the accepted 
emblems of conjugal affeftion. Length 7 in. 





85. 

OILET BOXES in the form of a temple 
bell, in black and gold dufted and raifed gold 
lacquer. Old ware. Hdght, 3 in. 



86. 



jIRROR CASEof aventurinelacquerdecorated 
with fir and mume trees in railed gold and 
filver, and with the creft of the late Tycoon, 
repeated four times, in raifed gold lacquer. From 
the Tycoon's palace at Ofaka. Diameter, ^\ in. 
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87. 

IWEETMEAT BOXES in the form of a 
fruit, executed in the fineft quality of old 
gold lacquer. The fruit, refembltng a pear 
in fliape, is in pale tinted bumiflied gold, and has laid 
upon it three leaves, wrought in deep mat and 
bumiihed gold. The leaves are attached to the ftalk 
by filver wires forming, along with the ftalk, the 
handle of the upper portion or lid. Infide is a circu- 
lar tray, (upported on filver fbet and decorated with 
an irregular powdering of mume flowers in bumifhed 
gold upon a mat ground. Height, 3^ in. 




88. 

X of old black and gold lacquer ; decorated 
on the lid with a weeping willow and birds 
in raifed work. Diameter, 2f in. 



89. 

^X formed from a natural egg, divided into 
halves, and connefted together by an internal 
tray. The exterior of the box is decorated 
with rocks, water^l, fir tree, and peacock and hen in 




Raifed Lacquer. 47 

niied gold lacquer. The workmanihip of this piece 
is neither ^ery good nor indicative of age. Lengthy 
3iin. 




90» 

[ODEL OF A TORI or Japanefe temple 
gate. This is an interefting (pecimen of 
native ingenuityj and a moft beaudful piece 
of workmanihip. The upper beam lifts off, di(clofing 
a divided box, of which it forms the lid. It is 
difficult to imagine a ufe for fuch a peculiar and deli- 
cate article^ but the probability b that it was u(ed for 
holding (mail quantities of difierent perfumes or in^ 
cenfe before a miniature or portable fluine. It is 
entirely of the fineft quality of gold lacquer, with 
climbing ^rays of the wifteria executed in nufed 
work. From the pahce of Ofaka. Height, 5 in. ; 
length, 6 in. 



91. 

WEETMEAT BOX of modem gold and 
coloured bcquer of fine quality. The (hape 
is peculiar, being an oval difturbed by three 
unequal indentations. The lid b decorated with 
water and what appear to be three jars covered with 
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cloths tied round their necks. The ornamentation of 
the doth on the centre jar is very beautiful both in 
defign and colouring. Infide the box is a tray of 
gold lacquer (lightly relieved with foliage, &c., in 
raiied work. From the London International Ex- 
hibition of 1874. Length, 5^ in. 



92. 

iT OF TOILET BOXES of fine old 
lacquer, decorated with a ground of gold 
fcrollwork, powdered with (mall medallions 

of various patterns, amongft which appears the 

Mikado's kiku creft. Height, 3I in. 





93- 

RAY of fine old aventurine lacquer, decorated 
with water plants executed in raifed gold of 
difiRsrent tints. Length, 7^ in. 




94- 

OX of old black and gold fpeckled lacquer, 
decorated with moonlight (cene and femsi 
2^ in. fquare. 
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95- 

IWEETMEAT BOX in the Ihapc of a 
duck, executed in the higheft quality of gold 
lacquer. The whole is beautifully modelled, 
and the feathers of the wings are carefully wrought 
in raiied gold. This is a remarkable ^cimen of the 
fineft period of the old ware. The interior is furnifhed 
with a tray, aUb of gold lacquer, decorated ¥rith the 
drake and duck. Length, 5^ in. 



96. 

|AK£ CUP of the fineft vermilion lacquer 
elaborately decorated with mountain icenery 
in raifed gold. This is a ipecimen of the 

fineft cups ufed at the marriages in high life in Japan. 

Diameter, 5 in. 




97- 

;ST OF BOXES WITH COVER in Wack, 
gold, and variegated lacquer. The cover is 
of black, lined with gold to reprefent a cage. 
The interior confifts of a neft of circular boxes, in the 

H 




^ti. 
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upper one of which are placed three fmall fan-(haped 
boxes, decorated in the moft delicate and tafteful 
manner in varioufly coloured lacquers. Old ware. 
Height, 3 J in. 




98. 

|ABINET BOOK CASE of fine black lacquer, 
decorated with (prays of mume^ fir, and 
bamboo, emblematic of youth, happinefs, 
and long life. Diftributed at unequal intervals over 
the exterior are eight crefts belonging to one of the 
Daimios of Japan. In the interior are two cafes, for 
holding books, alfo very taftefully decorated. The 
metal work throughout is carefully engraved, and the 
lock plates have the Daimios' creft repeated three 
times. Length, 6 in. ; hdght, 6 in. 



99- 

|EADING STAND of rare old lacquer, elabo- 
rately and taftefully ornamented with raiied 
gold work. This fuperb piece is a favour- 
able fpecimen of the lavifh expenditure of labour 
beftowed by the Japaneie artifts upon their choiceft 
efiTorts. Of courfe fuch articles as the prefent could 
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only be made for princes^ and even only in exceptional 
cafes for them. There is notj throughout the entire 
ftand^ a furface left unenrichedj the underfide of the 
fret-work defk being as elaborate as the front. The 
plaineft portion is the upper furface of the baie, al- 
though it is in itfelf very elaborately decorated with 
floral defigns : but the great richnefi of the (Uaper 
ornamentation which covers the framework attra6b the 
eye and renders any approach to a flat furface ineflRx- 
tive. Altogether^ this is one of the choicefl fpecimens 
in the CoUedion. Lengthy %S\ in, ; height^ 21 j in. 




100. 

|OX of the finefl quality of black and gold 
lacquer^ partly decorated with flat^ and 
partly with raifed workj in different tints 
of gold. The body of the box is ornamented with 
waves, boats, vegetation, diftant mountains, and 
clouds, chiefly executed in flat painting of the greateft 
delicacy. The cover is decorated with a landfcape 
round its edge, and a moonlight fcene on the top, 
painted with the fame delicacy as the box in flat 
work, with the fparing ufe of raifed gold. 3I inches 
fquare. 
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lOI. 

|QX of the fineft old ^veoturiac lacquer^ ilecor. 
rated \7i(h elev« (^hryiaiithemum flowers ki 
raifed gpld and bright mctaL Along with 

this is fhown the fi}k cafe in which it was preieryed 

by its laft poil^r in Japan, 





I02. 

pVERED JAR of black and gold fpeckled 
lacquer, decorated with detached flowers of 
various fizes in raifed gold and leaf metal, 
and with fronds of fern moft beautifully drawn in two 
tint9( of.gqid Ifcquer, .The lid is ornamented with 
three butterflies, executed in leaf metal, raifed gold 
lacqvier, and cn^erald tinted pearU This is a fine old 
piece,^ and orig^ally formed part . of a lady's toilet 
fuite. Heights .3 L 



|EST OF BOXES of black and gold fpeckled 
lacquer, decorated in the lame manner as 
the above covered jar, and forming another 
portion of the toilet (iiite. Height, 3 inches. 




JlrV 
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104. 

IRITING CASE covered on the exterior 
With yellow bark clererly difpofed fo as to 
repreient features of a landfcape on the lid 
In the foreground is a hill upon which are reprefented 
five deer and two large trees in nufed lacquer. This 
cafe is a moft interefting (pecimen of the tafte fhown 
by the Japanefe artifts for quaint conceits and rufUc 
efieAs in conjun^n with their moft delicate manipu- 
lation. In the interior of the lid is a landfcape in 
raiied lacquer upon an aventurine ground. Lengthy 
9 in. ; widthi 8 m. 




105- 

JMiaS SADDLE AND TRAPPINGS, 
of aventurine lacquer, decorated with cranes 
and hexagonal diaper-work in raifed gold. A 
fac-fimile of this faddle was prefeiited by Her Majefty 
the Queen to the South Kenfington Mufeum. 

106 AND 107* 

jAlMICyS STIRRUPS, of aventurine lacquer, 
decorated with falcons and fir trees. Theft 
pitees are marked with the creft of the 
Prince of Kokura. 
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io8. 

I ABINET of fine old black lacquer^ decorated 
on all fides and top with ihells and iea-weed| 
executed in richly raifed gold work of dif- 
ferent tints. The (hells are carefully modelled in 
imitation of the natural objeds. This is a good 
fpecimen of the genuine old lacquer work^ and pro- 
bably dates a century back. Length, 1 8 in. ; height, 
17J in. ; depth, 10 in. 





109. 

lOZENGE-SHAPED TRAY of the fineft 
black and gold lacquer. It contains, within 
a raiied rim, a mountainous icene with water- 
fall and fir trees, executed in richly raifed work. 

Nothing can well exceed the perfedion of works of 
this clais ; and the careful ftudy of fuch a piece as the 
prefent conveys to the mind the impreffion that 
nothing (ave intenfe love and enjoyment in his work 
could induce the artift to develop its minutias with 
fuch care and perfeAion. 

A mark of the value fet upon this truly beautiful 
piece, both by its maker and owner in Japan, is 
fupplied by the cafe of filk and gold brocade, which 
is made to contain it. Length, 15} in. 



JV — T 
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no. 




OBE STAND of aventurine lacquer, de- 
corated with water plants. Height^ i ft. 



II in. 




III. 

jESPATCH BOX of aventurine lacquer, de- 
corated with detached mafles of a bold diaper 
in two tints of gold and flightly raifed. In 
the fpaces between the mafles of diaper are repetitions 
of a creft of the Prince of Kokura. The top of the 
lid is carved to reprefent the folds of a fcarf. The 
filver bofles to which the filk cords are attached are 
alio marked with the creft. Length, 7 in. ; width, 
6 in. 



112. 

jWORD STAND of the fineft quality of 
black lacquer, beautifully decorated with a 
landfcape with foliage and birds executed in 

the moft delicate manner in rsufed and flat gold 

lacquer. Length i ft. 10} in. 
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[WORD, fuperbly mounted with gilded 
bronze and fheathed ^th wood covered 
with aventurine and raifed gold lacquer. 
The fheath and the metal mountings are embelliihcd 
with the creft of one of the Daimios of Japan. 
Nothing can furpafi the artiftic treatment and dif- 
pofition of the mountings of this remarkable piece* 
and the workmanfhip throughout is abfblutely equal 
to the beft difplayed in modem gold jewellery. The 
handle is a fine fpecimen of the celebrated fhark (kin 
employed by the Japaneie for the handles of their beft 
weapons ; and the cloth tags and loops are fn colour 
and defign perfectly harmonious with every other de- 
tail* This is the fineft (word I have yet (een from 
Japan, Length* 2 ft. 1 1 in. 



114. 

|WORD* beautifully mounted in platinized 
and ^Ided bronze* with flieath decorated 
with aventurine and raifed gold lacquer. 
This fine weapon has evidently belonged to the lame 
Ddmio as the one previoufly defcribed* being oma- 
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mented with the fame creft on the iheath and all the 
mountings. All the colours introduced are very refined 
and harmonious, and the cloth loops are worthy of 
careful examination. In execution the metal work 
reiembles the previous ipecimen. Length, 2 ft. 11 in. 




[SH in the form of the Imperial kiku creft, 
conftruded of nineteen fluted fegments of 
ivory conneded by raifed ribs of gold 
lacquer and delicately ornamented with various diaper 
patterns in gold lines. The underfides of the fegments 
are decorated with fcroll-work in gold. The centre 
portion is filled with a ftorm fubjed, the waves, rocks, 
and the eagle buffeted by the wind, being executed 
in richly raifed work. This is a fine fpecimen of old 
lacquered ivory. Diameter, 10 in. 



^> 




116. 

TAND of aventurine lacquer for the above 
ivory diih, of comparatively modem manu- 
fadure. 
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(quare. 



117. 

RAY, of modern vermilion lacquer^ deco- 
rated with iprays of wefteria and birdj in 
gold, green, and black lacquer. 6| in. 



118. 

[LOWER VASE, formed from a portion of 
a hollow branch of a tree ; flightly relieved 
with fprays and leaves, in gold and coloured 
raifed lacquer. Height, 1 1 j^ in. 




119. 

|ABINET of ivory mounted with filver, and 
elaborately decorated mth trees, birds, 
figures, and landfcape in raifed lacquer. 
The infide of the cabinet contains fix drawers, each of 
which is cut out of a folid piece of ivory and taftefuUy 
ornamented with gold lacquer. The ftand is of flat 
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avetiturine and gold lac This pretty piece was 
iecured at Mr. Bohn*s iale^ and in the catalogue it is 
ftated to have come *^ from the feleft coUeftion of the 
unfortunate Mr. Richardlbn^ who was murdered^ 
September 14, 1862, in Japan by a Japanefe noble 
and his fuite/' Height, 7| in. ; width, 5} in. 




120. 

I ABINETof rich aventurine lacquer, decorated 
with fruit trees in raifed work. This pretty 
piece is very fimple in form, coniifting of a 
lower cafe contuning three drawers, and an upper tray 
fupported on pierced end framing. The decoration 
on front, ends, back, and upper furface of the tray is 
alike in ftyle and equally rich in treatment. Height, 
14 in.; length, 13 in. 




. 121. 

OX of black lacquer, ornamented with a 
mume tree^ bird, and rock-work in raifed 
lacquer. Length, 18 in. 
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122. 



|IRROR CASE in black lacquer, decorated 
with fir trees and the creft of the Prince of 
Hicone in (lightly raifed gold lacquer. 
Diameter, 5^ in. 




123- 

[IRROR CASE in black lacquer, decorated 
with conventional fcroll-work in flat gold 
of two tints, and with the two crefts of the 
Prince of Send^ in raifed work. Diameter, 5^ in. 




124. 

|EA JAR, of pewter, incrufted on the 
outfide with a defcription of red coral lac. 
The name which came with this piece from 
Japan is Zuikaki. 
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125. 

[ABLE, of carved wood, lacquered with black. 
This is a fuperb fpecimen of this fchool of 
lac-working, and is decorated with great 
richneis and beauty. Mafles of diaper-work, bands 
and borders of foliage and ho-hos^ and medallions con- 
taining various fubjeAs, are the principal features of 
the ornamentation. Length, 44in. ; width, ipin. ; 
height, iij^in. 

126. 

I AR, formed of portion of a large elephant's 
tuflc, fupported on a ftand and fumifhed with 
quaint fret handles. This fpecimen is deco- 
rated with peacocks and other birds, rocks and foliage 
in highly raifed lacquer. Height, 13 in. ; diameter of 
tufk, 5^ in. 




127. 

|VAL TRAY, of fine tortoife-fhell, decorated 
with bold diagonal bars of light and deep 
gold lacquer, and diaper work of gold lines. 
A peculiar treatment is obfervable in this fpecimen. 
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both the bars and duqper being unoeremonioufly broken 
to allow the clear markings of the (hell to be ieen. 
No one but a Japanefe ardft would have thought of 
doing thisL 



128. 

IIRCULAR STANDS, of tortoife-flicU, of 
fine quality, ornamented with fprays of 
flowers and foliage in raifed gold lac. The 

ftands are of black lacquer, relieved with gold line 

ornaments. 





129. 

RAY, of tortoiie-fhell, ornamented with a 
falcon, perched on the branch of a fir-tree. 




130- 

KI CUP, of tortoife-fliell, decorated with 
bamboos and birds, in gold lacquer. 
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131- 

lISHf of p(Hxtlain> ptrtly decorated inth bUck 
I lac panels, containing a filh and waterfidl, 
landscapes, &c., in rufed lacquer. Diameter, 
16 ia 



SECOND SECTION. 

INLAID AND INCRUSTED LACQUER. 

ORKS of Art in metal, 
ivory, wood, and lacquer are 
frequently decorated by the 
Jap>anefe artifts with coloured 
deligns executed in the 
various richly tinted metals, 
coloured llones, tortoife-ibell, 
mother-of-pearl, coral, and ' 
fuch like natural productions; and very beautiful 
effcAs are obtuned by introducing the above materials 
either as flat inlays or incruftations in relief. The 
prefent colledion contains numerous fine examples of 
all the known methods of inlaid and incrufted decora- 
tion as applied to Lacquer Work. 

On old fpecimens of lacquer great tafte and beautiful 
workmanship are found, in the arrangement of the 
coloured materials as well as in their delicate carving. 
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Specimens of old inlud or incrufted lacquer^ however, 
are much rarer than works of the raifed or flat de- 
scriptions ; and it appears that it was only in excep- 
tional inftances that the artifts departed from what 
may be termed abfolute lacquer, that is, lacquer in 
which nothing is employed iave the prepared and 
coloured vamifhes, with the ufual imbedded cubes of 
yellow metal 

It is quite unneceflary to give here any defcriptions 
of the various modes adopted in enriching lacquer 
work with applied ornamentation, as the pecu- 
liarities of each objeft in the catalogue of this fedion 
are pointed out as they prefent themfelves. I may 
draw attention, however, to the fpecimens which beft 
illuftrate this branch of the Art: — The Cabinet, 
No. 132; Paper Box, No. 133; Writing Cafe, 
No. 134; Vafe, No. 137 ; Box, No. 138 ; Writing 
Cafe, No. 140 ; Cabinet and Stand, No. 141 ; Flower 
Vafes, Nos. 146 and 147 ; Fi(h, No. 148 ; Medicine 
Box, No. 149; and Box, No. 152. 



132. 

[ARGE CABINET, of beautiful defign and 
workmanfhip. It is ornamented on the 
ends and back with bands and outline fcrolK 
work in gold upon a ground of difperfed aventurine. 
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The top is funk in the form of a tray> and contsuns a 
ipirited drawing of the ho-tio in delicate Itnework. 
The mais of elaborate work preiented by the front al- 
moft defies deicription. It is divided into four leacting 
compartments by a horizontal and two vertical divi- 
fions, framed into the body of the cabinet, each of the 
compartments being fubdivided in a difierent manner, 
and filled with drawers. The upper left-hand com- 
partment contains four large drawers, of brown, red, 
and gold dufted black lacquer, ornamented with birds, 
flowers, and a fcene containing ihips. The lower left 
compartment has three deep drawers of gold-dufted 
black and rich aventurine lac, with geometrical patterns 
of gold and purple pearl, a tent with trees in richly 
detailed gold work, and tailed tortoifes in gold lac 
and applied metal. The upper right-hand compart- 
ment contains three deep drawers, the top one being 
decorated with ftorks in full flight amidft clouds, the 
middle one with irregularly fliaped mafles of ornament 
in difierent tinted metallic lacs, and the bottom drawer 
with a branch of the mutne^ in gold and filver on a 
crimfon-red ground. The lower right compartment 
contains ten fmall drawers, three being clofed in by a 
door of gold lac, ornamented with a cock and a hen on 
a drum. One drawer is fronted with an engraved 
plate of filver, crofled in the centre with a band of 
(bme black metal, and the remaining nine are orna- 
mented in various ways on green, crimibn-douded. 
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gold-4ufted, and drab oxidized lacquer grounds. The 
whole of the drawers, with the exception of the 
iUver-plated one and the three behind the fmall door, 
are lecured by pierced guards, which are fitted to the 
compartments and iecured by locks. Thefe, along 
with the reft of the cabinet, are mounted with filven 
This unique fpecimen was (ent by the Government of 
the late Tycoon to the Paris Expofition of 1867, and 
was one of the moft interefting works fliown in the 
Japanefe Court. Height, 26 in. ; width, 25 in. 




133- 
|APER BOX, of black lacquer, decorated 
with raifed flowers, trees, and birds, executed 
in various coloured materials. The ftems 
are in (bme brown compofition, the flowers are in 
mother-of-pearl and a red ftone, the leaves are of 
green and light red ftones and pearl, and the birds are 
modelled from all the above materials. The defigns 
are boldly and efFe<5tively rendered. Length, 16 in. ; 
width, I if in. 

134- 
[RITING CASE, of fine old lacquer, very 
highly ornamented, both outfide and infide, 
with various fcenes. On the exterior 
of the lid is a moonlight river fcene, with elegant 
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mafles of foliage growing on the banlcs. The 
moon is of inlaid fihrer, and is cleverly reproduced 
in its refledfcion in the water in powdered filver. The 
infide of the lid contains a moft interefting compc^tion^ 
which ihows the painftakiog ingenuity of Japanefe 
artifts. It confifts of diftant mountains, trees, rocks, 
and waterfaU. The latter is partly in. lacquer and 
partly in cryftal, behind which (on turning the lid 
once round) a fall of mercury trickles down, repre- 
fenting running water. Acrois the centre of the 
ftream, at the bottom of the fall, is a water-wheel of 
ivory, behind a rock cryftal diic ; this wheel revolves 
as the ftream of mercury dafhes paft The box, and 
the trays it contains, are taftefully ornamented, the 
outfide edges of the box preienting continuations of 
the river (bene of the lid. Length, ^ in« ; width, 
8| m. 



135- 

|OX, of fine black lacquer, decorated externally 
with detached chryianthemum flowers and 
the arms of the late Tycoon, executed in 
raifed gold lac. The box is in two portions, and 
contains five finall boxes of various fhapes, and a 
block of wood All thefe are of black lacquer, oma- 
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mented with imall detached chiyianthemum flowers. 
One of the boxes has a lid recefled on its upper fur- 
face, and ftudded with ten. circular pieces of mother* 
of-pearl, beautifully carved into ftar-flowers, each one 
being diiierent in defign. When removed, this lid 
has four feet, and forms a fort of table. The box idelf 
contains ten Iquare trays, filled with fmall oblong 
ivory tablets, which are infcribed with charaAers on 
one fide, and ornamented with floral devices on the 
other. . Each tray contains twelve of theie ivory 
tablets. It is evident that the whole of the above are 
portions of a Japanefe game ; but I am unable to trace 
its name, or the manner in which it is played. I have 
reafon to believe that the prefent (pecimen of the lac- 
worker s flcill came from the palace of the late Tycoon 
in Yedo, when the eftablifliment was broken up. 
Length, 8 J in. ; width, 7 m. 



136. 

[RITING CASE, of aventurine ground, 
beautifully decorated with highly raifed 
ornamentation. The outfide of the lid and 
fides of the cafe are covered with the reprefenta* 
tions of rocks, water, trees, berries, and clouds. The 
trees reprefented are the fir and mume^ executed in gold 
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laCy richly inlaid with cubes of metal^ and the berries 
are of red coral inlaid. The infide of the lid is alfo 
beautifally ornamented with chryfiuithemumsy bamboo 
fences, a flowing river, and a mals of clouds, from 
which a filver moon appears to be emerging. This 
fine fpedmen of old lacquer was one of the gems of 
the Japanefe court in the Paris Escpofition of 1867. 
9} in. by 9 in. 



137- 

|ASE. This beautiful Ipecimen is richly 
ornamented with birds, leaves, &c., in raifed 
gold lac ; and with the iris, chryfanthemum, 
and mume tree. The flowers are of purple and white 
mother-of-pearl, and the buds of red coral. Fine old 
ware* Height, 7 in. 




138- 

|OX, of indied laminated lacquer, of very fine 
quality. The centre of the lid, externally^ 
is funk as a panel, and ornamented with a 
tree, the ftem of which is carved in wood and the 
leaves in a green ftone. Above and behind the tree 
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is depiAed a flying ho'ho^ in raiied gold and coloured 
lacquer. Underneath are placed clouds and fmall 
birds in bright gold lac. The indied and laminated 
lacquer is confined to the fides of the box and margin 
of the lid. The infide of the lid is ornamented with 
the gable of a houfe^ in gold and coloured lacs, and a 
few diftant touches, giving the idea of water, boats, 
and a fandy ihore. This is an interefiing ipecimen of 
an uncommon ipecies of lacquer-working. Length, 
8f in. 

139- 

|EDICINE BOX, of ruftic wood, ornamented 
with raifed gold and filver lacquer, and a 
panel of pearl containing an infcription. 
The button attached to the end of the cord is in itielf 
another fmall medicine box, formed of engraved coral 
lac, very taftefully wrought Between the two boxes 
is a rock cryftal ball, drilled to receive the cords. 




140. 

jRITING CASE, of fine old black lacquer, 
beautifully decorated on the outfide of the 
lid with fingle and double chryfanthemums 
and bamboo railings. The flowers are in high relief, 
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and formed of engraved gold and filver, and the leaves 
are of nufed gold lac. The bamboo railings are inliud 
ffaipa of green and purple pearl, lined and knotted 
with gold« On the leaves and other portions are 
numerous finall ftuds of iilver, reprefenting dewdrops. 
On the infide of the lid are a few fimple water-plants 
growing on the margin of a brook, and alfo an inicrip- 
tion, of fix charaAers, in inlaid gold and iilver. 
Length, 9^ in. ; width, V^ in. 




141. 

lABINET AND STAND, richly ornamented 
with inlaid placques of painted porcel^n. 
The top is decorated with a pheafant ; and 
on the back is a reprefentation of Fuji-yama^ with 
water and ihips. Of the ten drawers in front, feven 
are panelled with flabs of porcelain, painted with red 
(Hizen ware) ; two are oman^ented with double 
placques ; and one is inlaid with nine fmall placques 
irregularly difpofed. The ftand is likewife ftudded 
with porcelain medallions. Height, 46 in. ; width, 
Tj in. 
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142* 

[NKSTAND, of lacquer work, in the form of 
a table-lake with fifh. The lower portion is 
of black lacquer, ornamented with a bold 
fret diaper in white leaf metal, and ftudded with fmall 
flowers in gilt metal. Round the upper rim are rocks, 
carved in dark brown wood, and relieved by filver 
flowers growing upon them. Thefe rocks encloie the 
lake, which is drawn with lines of filver and gold to 
repreient water. In the centre of the lake is the 
ink-flab, covered with a fifli, beautifully modelled and 
executed in black lacquer with bright gold fcales. 
The water veflel, which invariably accompanies 
Japanele inkftands, is of filver, defigned to reprefent 
(prays of water blown from the fifli's mouth ; and 
in the midft of the fpray is an oyfter. This is an 
interefling piece of Japaneie handicraft. Length, 
14 in. ; width, 10} in. ; height, 6 in. 



i43> 144- 

[R OF TRAYS, with rich aventurine 
grounds ; ornamented with fifli-fcale diaper 
in flat gold. Each tray has three funk me- 
dallions of tortoiie-fliell, containing birds and^ foliage 




Inlaid and Incrufted Lacquer. 75 

in raifed lacquer. The principal medallion of the 
finaller tray has a beautiful rendering of the h(hho^ 
flying above the Paulownia imperuUis. Theie pieces 
were at the Paris Expofition. 



'45- 

|MALL CABINET of ivory, taftefuUy 
decorated with landfcapes in raifed gold 
lacquer, and applied figures in gold or gilded 
bronze. 




146, 147. 

lAIR OF IVORY TUSK FLOWER 
VASES, beautifully decorated with mumey 
bamboo, flowers and birds, in the fineft 
raiied gold lacquer, and in pearl, coral, and tortcuie- 
(hell, carefully carved and incrufted. The baies are 
of the fineft black and gold lacquer, decorated with 
flowers and infefks. Height, 1 2 in. 
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148. 

|ISH, forming a button or holder for a 
Japanefe fmoking apparatus^ executed in 
lacquer and other materials. This is one 
of the remarkable ipecimens of ingenuity for which 
the Japanefe artifts are fo celebrated. 

There is a peculiar cuftom followed at certain cere- 
monial banquets in Japan, namely, that of introducing 
live fiih at the table, and cutting them up and eating 
them while in a quivering ftate. A defcription was 
given me by a Japanefe gentleman of the cuftom, and 
it is briefly as follows : — There are certain fi(h caught 
in an inland lake, fituated amongft the mountains, 
which are highly efteemed by the native epicures, and 
thefe fiih are conveyed to the cities at great diftances 
in veflels filled with water, fo that they may appear 
at table alive. The fifh are placed in porcelain or 
lacquer cifterns, and are in view of the guefts during 
the banquet. When the time comes to eat the fifti, 
one is removed from the ciftem, and a piece of moift 
paper is laid over its eyes, on the application of which 
the fifh lies perfeftly ftill. A (harp knife is then 
taken, and with two cuts, about one half of one fide 
of the fifli is removed and immediately handed to the 
principal gueft, who proceeds to eat the delicate 
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nx>rfel with certain fauces^ while the paper is taken 
off^ and the fifll^ ftill aliye> is replaced in the water. 

The model under review clearly is intended to re- 
prefent the fifli at this ftage» for it is (hown with 
portion of one fide removed. Both m modelling and 
execution, this is altogether a very remarkable fped- 
men of Japanefe art. The flcin is imitated by a 
minute moikic work, apparently compofed of ibme 
delcription of fifti fpines imbedded in lacquer ; the 
teeth appear to be thofe of the natural fiih ; and the 
fins, tail, and fuch like, are in gold lacquer. The 
moil ingenious application of a coloured material is 
that of mother-of-pearl, which b introduced with 
marvellous fldll to reprefent the cut portion of the 
fi(h. The underfide of the button is in black and 
coral lacquer, and b mounted with filver and ivory 
where the cords pais through. Fineft old ware. 
Length, 6f in. 



149. 

[EDICINE BOX of the fineft old gold and 
raiied lacquer, ornamented on both fides 
with figures, exquifitely wrought in dif- 
ferently tinted gold and coloured lacquers. The maik 
of one figure, and the expoied arm and faces of the 
other two, are carved in ivory in the moft accurate 
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manner. The box opens up into five diyiflons^ all of 
which are jointed with the greateft nicety. Lengthy 
3f inches. 



150. 

iWEETMEAT BOXES AND COVER of 
fine old black and gold dufted lacquer, 
decorated with waves, executed in flat 
powdered gold of different tints, and with chryi^ 
anthemum flowers and leaves in railed gold lacquer. 
Over the whole of the decorated furfiices are raifed 
ftuds of filver, intended to reprefent gliftcning drops 
of water. Length, 3^ in. 





151. 

|OVERED JAR in the fliape of a Japanefe 
drum. The body is covered with a (pecies 
of graining, in three tints of metallic pow- 
dered lacquer, repreienting the natural wood ufed in 
the manufa&ure of drums. The upper and lower 
rims have bands of raifed gold lacquer, ftudded with 
filver nails, reprefenting the turned-over edges of the 
(kins of vellum and the nails which (ecure them. The 
lid is of ivory, ornamented with a dragon in flightly 
raifed gold lacquer. Diameter, 3 in. 
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152. 

|OX of fine old gold lacquer, conftrufted with 
drawer and tray8« The lid is beautifully 
decorated with a moonlight landfcape in 
raifed and flat lacquer. In the centre of the com- 
pofition are two figures in damaicened bronze and 
gold, illuftrating a favourite Japanefe ftory. The 
moon is of poli(hed filver, acrofs which a gra&like 
plant is thrown, in the manner frequently adopted by 
the artifts of Japan. The lower portion of the box is 
of mat gold lacquer, fimply relieved by two fret 
bands in railed gold. Length, 9 in. ; width, 7 in. 




153- 

|OURD*SHAPED BOX, of diapered coral 
lacquer, decorated with branches of the 
gourd vine with their fruit, leaves, and 
tendrils in relief. The branches and leaves are carved 
in wood, and lacquered their natural colours, and the 
young gourds are executed in jade or (bme very hard 
ftone of a fimilar nature. Length, 15 in. ; width, 
9|in. 
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154- 

|AN STAND, of black fpeckled lacquer, 
ornamented with bamboo leaves in raifed 
gold lac, and birds executed in tinted 
tortoife-fhell, raifed lacquer, and applied leaf metal. 
Thb ftand is ufed for holding and displaying cere- 
monial fans. Length, 3 ft. 3 in. 




155. 

[ABINET of ordinary black lacquer, inlaid 
with mother-of-pearl. Modem work, fhow- 
ing an indication of copyifm from European 
defigns. 




156, 157- 

[AIR OF HIZEN PORCELAIN VASES, 
decorated with lacquer work in imitation of 
cloiibnne enamel. The various coloured 

lacquers are feparated by metallic ribbons, as in the 

real cloiibnne. Height, 15 in. 




THIRD SECTION. 

FLAT LACQUER. 

PECIMENS of fine old flat 
lacquer are very feldom met 
with, although large quan- 
tides of modem ware are 
made both for native ufe 
and exportation. In die beft 
periods of the Art> flat lac- 
quer, except in fbme rare 
inftances, was not held in high eftimation; it was, 
in Ihort, not the lacquer of the wealthy, and the 
flcill of the artift could not readily be difplayed on 
it. Fine and valuable pieces do exift, however, fhow- 
ing, even in the comparatively tneffeftive treatment 
of the material, moft refined and Ocilful manipulation. 
One of thele pieces is ftiown in the prefent colIe^on, 
the Luncheon Cale, No. 172. The Neft of Sweetmeat 
Boxes and Holder, No. 166 ; Cabinet Sword Stand, 
No. 158; Box, No. 173; and the Letter Box, No. 
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1 7 5> are all good fpecimens of the fineft quality of flat 
lacquer. Several pieces of variegated flat lacquer are 
alfo included^ the moft interefting being the Writing- 
Cafe^ No. 178, and the Box> No. 162. 

Articles of Porcelain and Faience are very com- 
monly decorated with flat lacquer, good groups of 
which are here catalogued. 



158. 

lABINET SWORD STAND, in deepcrim- 
{on clouded lacquer, decorated with elegant 
and refined devices, on the drawer fronts, in 
gold outline. On the top is a large kiku creft, and 
on one of the drawers the creft is repeated five times. 
The back, fides, and top are powdered with defigns of 
hares and flowers. Crimfbn clouded lacquer is amongft 
the few varieties which are feldom met with ; it diflFers 
from the common red opaque lac, being much deeper 
and richer in tint, and of a tranfparent nature. 
Height, 20 in. ; breadth, ao in. 

159, 160. 

|ABLE AND WRITING CASE, of drab 
oxidized lacquer, decorated with branches of 
the mume^ flcetched in the moft ardftic 
manner in imitation of Indian ink drawing. This 




w^ 
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peculiar lacquer b rarely met with. Length of table> 
ai^ in. ; length of cafe, %\ in. 




18^ in. 



i6i. 

ESPATCH BOX, of black lacquer, orna- 
mented with fix large crefts of the late 
Tycoon, executed in flat gold. Length, 




162. 

[INQUEFOIL BOX, of variegated lacquer. 
The exterior is of black, (peckled with gold 
flakes, and crofled in all direftions with yellow 
ftreaks, with fplaihes of red at intervals. This is a 
very uncommon ftyle of decoration, and is quaint but 
reftleis in eflleA. In the centre of the lid is a plaited 
ring, of crimfon clouded lac, with an aventurine ftud. 
The whole ftands upon five ftraight legs. Diameter, 
8 in. ; height, 4^ in. 



163, 164. 

[TANDS, with pierced movable tops. Thefe 
curious pieces are lacquered in imitation of a 
dark green foflil marble. Their ufe is un- 
certain. Height, 61 in. 
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165. 

|OXj of black lacquer^ ornamented with flowing 
fcroUwork of flat gold, and with the kiri 
creft of the Mikado in the centre of the lid 




166. 

lEST OF SWEETMEAT BOXES AND 
HOLDER. The boxes are of fcarlet lac- 
quer> ornamented with flowers and fcroUwork 
in flat gold. This decoration cloiely refembles the 
celebrated Te-raku porcelain, made in Kioto. On 
the lid is a panel of fllver lacquer, with a gold in- 
fcription which ftates that it was made about fifty 
years ago; the holder is of plain gold lacquer. 
Height, 9I in. ; diameter, 6 in. 



167. . 

|ASIN AND COVER, of fine black and 
fcarlet lacquer, decorated with the crefl: of 
the late Tycoon of Japan, executed in flat 
gold. Diameter, 4I in. 
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168, 169 AND 170. 

lET OF THREE SAUCERS of fine black 
lacquer, decorated with creft of the late 
Tycoon, in mat gold. Thefe formed part 
of the iet to which the previoufly defcribed covered 
bafin belonged. From the Palace of Ofaka. Dia- 
meter, 7 inches. 




171. 

|VORY BOX, decorated with fufi-yama, 
figures, and fir trees upon the lid, and water 
with floating leaves round the fides. The 
details are executed in light ivory and flat gold lac- 
quer upon a deep yellow ftained ivory ground. 




172. 

lUNCHEON CASE of the fineft quality of 
flat, black, and gold lacquer. Nothing can 
furpafs the delicacy of the drawing and 
(hading of the floral and conventional ornamentation 
of this beautiful piece ; and the various tints imparted 
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to the gold produce the richnefs of works in colour. 
The caie confifts of ten pieces — a framework decorated 
on top and edges ; a fake yeflel decorated on top and 
fides ; a food cafe in four divifions, richly decorated 
to match the preyious veflel, and feven trays each of 
which is ornamented with a different floral defign. 
The fhapes of all the articles are odagonal. Widths 
12 in.; height, loin. 



i73> 174- 

lOX AND STAND of old flat black and 
gold lacquer. The lid and fides of the box 
are covered with landfcapes, delicately drawn; 
and the iland is decorated with a floral device on its 
topj and conventional fcroUwork round its edges. 





175- 

[ETTER BOX of fine black lacquer quaintly 
decorated with detached mafles of bold 
diaper work in rich quiet tints ; and with 
fronds of fern beautifully executed in gold. This 
box is a good fpecimen of Japanefe decorative art, 
ihowing the tafte of the native artifts for irregularity 
in difpofition, and unfymmetrical divifion in orna^ 
mentation. Length, 9^ in. 



^ 
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176. 

INFANT'S BATH of old vermilion lacquer, 
decorated with inciied and gilded line-work. 
This piece is interefting on account of its 
prefenting a treatment very uncommon in Japanefe 
lacquer-work. The upper portion or tray has a cir- 
cular medallion, formed of a bird and flowers, on a 
fquare furrounded with a broad border of diaper 
work. At the bottom of the bath is depifted a h(hho 
in flight with a branch of kiri in its beak. The lower 
portion of the piece confifts of a wafti-ftand formed 
entirely in the fame vermilion lacquer, and taftefully 
decorated with floral and conventional ornamentation. 
14 in. fquare. 



177. 

jWEETMEAT BOX, of black and gold 
lacquer, decorated with crefts of one of the 
Japanefe Daimios, in gold and outline, upon 
a ground of black covered with a quaint zig*zag 
pattern in gold. The tray belonging to the box is 
decorated in a fimilar manner. Length, 7 j in. 
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178. 

jRITING CASE of curioufly variegated 
lacquer, in which fcarlet, crimibn, drab, 
yellow, and greens are mingled, as if to 

imitate ibme precious marble. Length, ^\ in.; 

width, 7 inches. 

179. 

HELL DISH, of Kioto crackled ware, lac- 
quered outfide with black, and (lightly 
ornamented round the edges with gold de- 




figns. 



i8o- 




|IRCULAR BOX of modem black lacquer ; 
decorated internally in the moft artiftic 
manner with bold floral fprays, executed in 
rich red, dufted with gold. An illuftration of the 
fkill with which the Japanefe ardfts relieve by decora- 
tion articles of common ufe. Diameter, 10} in. 
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181. 

iE^ of Kioto crackled ware, partly lacquered 
with .blacky and elaborately ornamented with 
line work and medallions, containing floral 
and other devices. Height, 1 1^ in. 




182. 

|EST OF LUNCHEON BOXES, in ver- 
milion and flat gold lacquer; ornamented 
with chryianthemum flowers, executed in 
gold and aventurine lacquers. Height, 10 in. 





183. 

OX, of paper and tranfparent brown lacquer. 
The decoration of this piece is very tafteful 
and harmonious in efll^. Length, 7^ in. 



184. 

jWORD in iheath of black lacquer, mounted 
with damafcened filver. The guard is of 
ancient ironwork, incrufted with gold. 
Length, 3 ft. 6 in« 

N 
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185. 

IRCULAR FAN of painted paper^ mounted 
in handled cafe of black lacquer. Lengthy 
14} in. 

186. 

|LASS CASE of black lacquer^ decorated 
with the creft of the late Tycoon^ repeated 
as a powdering, and with fret borders on 
the framework, i ft. 10 in. high; 12 in. (quare. 




187 AND 188. 

lAIR OF OLD CARVED AND COL- 
OURED TUSK VASES, mounted upon 
black lacquered (lands, decorated with infeds 
in flat gold. Height, 1 8 in. 




189- 

RAY, of black lacquer, clouded with aventu- 
rine, and decorated with medallions, checker* 
work, and fret borders in white leaf metal. 
Modern work. Length, 28 in. ; width, 16 in. 
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190. 

|OXj of black ground, painted with dragon^ 
and conventional icrollwork in flat gold. 
Diameter, 7f in. 



191. 

jRAY, of black and fpeckled lacquer, partly 
covered with a checkered pattern in white 
leaf metal, and partly with a tuft of grafs 
and butterfly. Modem work. 





192. 

IRD-SHAPED TRAY, of varioufly co- 
loured lacquer. 




i93> 194- 

IRCULAR TRAYS, of paper, bcquered on 
raiied ornamentadon. 
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195- 

UNCHEON CASE, of wood, covered with 
deiigns in painted paper, and lacquered with 
tranfparent varnifh. 




196. 
APANESE TOP, of black and red lacquer. 




197. 

pRSEMAN'S CANE in black lacquer, re- 
lieved with bands of iilk cord, lacquered 
with green, red, blue, yellow, and white. 
This formed portion of the equipment of one of the 
life-fize mounted warriors, ient by the Japaneie Com- 
miflion to the Paris Expofition of 1867. Length, 
3 ft. 2 in. 



198. 

[HENG of Japanese manufaAure, conftruded 
of a black lacquered veflel, with filver- 
mounted mouthpiece, from which ifTue feven- 
teen reed-pipes of bamboo mounted with filver. The 
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inftrument is played by ftopping and unftoppmg the 
(mail holes at the lower ends of the pipes, while wind 
is fupplied by the mouth to the air-chamber or vefleh 
Length, 19^ in. 




199 TO 204. 

ROUP OF JAPANESE SPEARS, de- 
corated with lacquer work. 



205. 

|UP AND SAUCER, of fine porcelain, de- 
corated with red, and lacquered with black, 
relieved with floral deiigns, executed in gold 
and coloured lacquer. 





206. 

UP AND SAUCER, of Hizen porcelain, 
lacquered with black, and decorated with 
various devices in gold and colours. 



94 



Defcriptive Catalogue. 



207. 

IIBATCHI OF KIOTO WARE, decorated 
with black lacquer and medallions, and 
diaper work, in gold, filver, red, and green 
lacquer. Height, 11^ inches. 





lines* 



2o8. 

OX, of crackled Kioto porcelain, covered ex- 
ternally with black lacquer, decorated with 
various patterns in red, green, gold, and filver 



209. 

|ISH, of Kioto crackled ware, lacquered on 
the underiide with black, and decorated with 
diaper work, medallions, borders, &c., in 
red, green, gold, and iilver lines. In the centre of 
the bottom is a three-clawed dragon, in red and gold. 
Diameter, 10 in. 




210. 




SH, of crackled Kioto porcelain, partly cov- 
ered with black lacquer, flightly relieved with 
* an outline diaper in red and gold. 
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211) 212. 

UGS, of porcelain, covered externally with 
black lacquer, enriched with birds and foliage 
in flat gold and tinted lacs. 
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